2017-18 BSP#3 Group Time Discussion
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Hebrews’ confident assertion that “we do see Jesus” (2:9) is startling when contrasted
with Jesus’ words to the apostle Thomas in John 20:29. But it’s true that through faith
we can see Jesus. What are the privileged ways that the Church gives us to see Jesus
through our faith? Answers: contemplating holy icons, reading ------ , conversing with
Him in ------ , gazing on him in ------ adoration, receiving Him in the ------ .
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According to Hebrews, the first generation of ancient Israel was unable to enter the
Promised Land “because of unbelief” (3:19). What was it exactly that they failed to
believe or trust God? (Hint: Read Num 13:25-33.) What similarities do you see
between them and our generation, i.e. the contemporary world?
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Hebrews 2:15 is a sober assessment of the human condition: we are “those who
through fear of death had been subject to slavery all their life”. Death is the one
absolutely certain reality of human existence. We are gripped by a primordial fear not
only of physical death but of every form of diminishment that is a sign of
approaching death — bodily ailments, loss of youthful attractiveness, career failures,
getting bested by others. The compulsion to avoid these “little deaths™ at all costs is a
hidden cause of much destructive behavior, a genuine “slavery”. But the core of the
Christian good news is that Christ has defeated death. Death has lost its “sting” (1
Cor 15:55) and become a doorway to a new and glorious life. Does your life as a
Christian exhibit the freedom that comes from having this deep-seated fear
progressively lifted from you? How free are you from the slavery of death?
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